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Introduction
Special Considerations’ means the arrangements made to modify assessments for
candidates experiencing illness, injury or disability.
Special Considerations can be split into two separate areas; pre-assessment and post
assessment.
Pre-assessment special considerations, which are approved before an examination or
assessment, are intended to allow attainment to be demonstrated; for example the
production of a modified paper for a candidate with a visual impairment, whose need has
previously been established. These are also known as reasonable adjustments.
Post-assessment special considerations, which may be given following an examination
or assessment, are intended to ensure that a candidate with a temporary illness, injury or
indisposition at the time the assessment is conducted is given some recognition of the
difficulty he/she has faced. These are also known as extenuating circumstances.
There will be instances when a candidate is either too unwell or distressed to cope
adequately with an assessment and in such cases the special consideration may be to
allow the candidate to take the assessment at a later date as if for the first time, with no
maximum limit on his/her attainment.
AC&N EDUCATION CENTRE has a responsibility to ensure that all its candidates have
equal opportunities to reach their full potential. In some instances candidates may require
adjustments to the assessment process to give them an equal opportunity.
Examples
Pre-assessment Special Considerations
The next table lists some examples of common special considerations or disabilities or
effects that may lead to the application of pre-assessment adjustments. This is not an
exhaustive list:
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Post-assessment Special Considerations
An application may be made for post-assessment special consideration either:
a) When a candidate’s performance in an examination may have been affected
by circumstances beyond his/her control, for example:
- a personal trauma or upset shortly before or at the time of the examination, such
as bereavement or family crisis
- a minor injury occurring immediately before the examination, such as a sprained
wrist
- a sudden malfunction of the computer immediately before the examination, if it is
required as part of the assessment
- serious disturbance at the time of the examination, such as noise from nearby
building works
- any other circumstances as deemed acceptable by the NCC Education
Assessments Board.
OR
b) When the examination is not completed due to circumstances beyond the
candidate’s control, for example:
- illness part way through an examination
- disruption to the examination by external factors, such as a fire alarm or power
failure.
Post-assessment special considerations are intended to allow for those who suffer sudden
minor illness or injury at the time of the examination and do not include those who are
injured in advance of he examination or are ill at the time. It is not advisable for a
candidate who is unwell to attend for an examination, nor for those experiencing illness or
injury to be assessed under disadvantageous circumstances that cannot be taken into
account by the examiner.
Process for Requesting Special Considerations
Candidates who require additional support when sitting an examination should apply for
additional support at least 12 weeks in advance by completing and returning the attached
form to AC&N Education Centre.
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Procedure for Applying Pre-Assessment Special Considerations
a.Candidates who require extra time during the examination are required to provide a
statement of needs from a recognised educational psychologist or medical doctor. This
statement of needs should provide a definition of the condition (for example, Dyslexia,
broken arm, and so forth) and state exactly how much extra time is needed. In most
cases it is expected that this would not exceed 25% additional time.
b.

Candidates who require rest break during the examination are required to provide

a statement of needs from a recognised educational psychologist or medical doctor.
This statement of needs should state exactly how much time should be allocated to
supervised rest breaks.
Procedure for Applying Post-Assessment Special Considerations
If a candidate believes that they have been adversely affected by an event during an
examination

and

that

they

therefore

wish

to

apply

for

post-assessment

special

consideration, they must inform Prof. Dr. Aşkın ASAN (Head of Centre) from AC&N
Education Centre immediately after the end of the examination.
Special Note Concerning Illness or Injury
These arrangements are intended to allow for those who suffer sudden minor illness or
injury at the time of the examination and do not include those who are injured in advance
of the examination or are ill at the time. It is not advisable for a candidate who is unwell to
attend for an examination, nor for those experiencing illness or injury to be assessed
under disadvantageous circumstances that cannot be taken into account by the examiner.
Where the illness or injury is very minor and rescheduling the examination until the next
cycle would be helpful, every effort will be made by AC&N Education to support the
candidate in this matter.
Further Information
For further information, please consult NCC Education’s Special Considerations Policy
(which can be found at http://www.nccedu.com/policies--advice/policies-and-procedures)
or contact Prof. Dr. Aşkın Asan (Head of Centre) at AC&N EDUCATION CENTRE.
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